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Inform

BEARS WITH 
BROOMS
In the sport of curling, the “spirit” 
of the game governs the actions of 
players, on and off the ice.

It is partly that congeniality and 
convivial competitiveness that 
has helped Bowdoin’s seven-year-
old curling team go from obscure 
to super-hip. When cocaptains 
Thomas Ezquerro ’18 and Cole 
Hamel ’18 joined the team as first-
year students, there were only five 
other players. This year, there are 
twenty-eight. A little more than 
half are women.

In curling, there is no advantage 
to being large or small, a seasoned 
athlete or someone new to sports, 
an accessibility that appeals to team 
member Isabella Vakkur ’20. “You 
can join with no exposure to curling, 
and all of a sudden you’re playing 
that sport people know from the 
Olympics,” Ezquerro added.

Hamel says the Bowdoin Curling 
Team lives and plays by this up-
beat motto: “We may not always 
win, but we never lose.”

FROM BOWDOIN AND BEYOND
Thomas Ezquerro ’18, 
Isabella Vakkur ’20, and 
Cole Hamel ’18. 

I WAS THRILLED to see Fred Field’s photo of Lily Bailey ’18 and Emma Greenberg ’18 sleeping under 
the stars at Kent Island (Fall 2017). However, I was sorry to see that you did not credit the summer 
2017 interim director of Kent Island, Ed Minot ’70, and assistant director, Midge Minot, both of 
whom are Kent Island alumni. Ed and Midge gamely stepped in to serve as interim directors after 
Don Dearborn stepped down from the directorship. The Minots traveled from New Zealand to 
Maine in April to begin preparations for the summer on Kent Island and recently returned home 
to New Zealand. Professor Patricia Jones will have her first summer as director at Kent Island this 
summer, along with Ian Kyle ’06, who is the assistant director.

Liz Armstrong is associate director of gift planning. 
Editor: For more on Bowdoin’s Scientific Station on Kent Island, go to bowdoin.edu/kent-island.

CORRECTION:
Last summer on Kent 
Island, Lily Bailey 
’18 conducted field 
research on forest 
regeneration and 
Emma Greenberg ’18 
on storm-petrels.

A QUESTION  
OF LEGACY
I’m a strong support-
er of the College and 
a fan of the magazine, 
which I read with 

great interest.
The “Bowdoin Class 
of 2021 by the Num-
bers” (Spring/Sum-
mer 2017) particularly 
caught my attention. 
As Bowdoin, like 
others, strives to build 
diversity, national and 
international distri-
bution, financial aid, 
and other attributes, 
these numbers can 
claim success. Doing 
so with fewer than 500 

students attending 
[in the] fall is very 
impressive. There 
was a time, however, 
that sending sons and 
daughters to Bowdoin 
in the fall, at least in 
song, was a goal of 
many alumni. Are leg-
acy admissions still a 
meaningful number?
Bob Spencer ’60

Editor: Nine percent 
of the Class of 2021 

have a parent or a 
grandparent who is a 
graduate. Additional 
class members have 
a sibling or other 
connection to the 
College.

STAY IN TOUCH! 
Reach out and update 
us on what you’ve 
been up to since 
graduation. Send us 
an email at alumni@
bowdoin.edu.

Thanking the Minots
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Midge and Ed Minot ’70 on 
Kent Island, Summer 2017. 
They met as students at the 
scientific station in 1969. 
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